[Rehabilitation, using prosthetic implants, in patients with cancer of the oral cavity].
The number of patients treated for neoplasms of the oral cavity (by surgery and/or radiotherapy) requiring prosthesis rehabilitation using osteointegrated implants is increasing greatly. The objective of this research is to examine the correlation between prosthesis rehabilitation using osteointegrated implants, radiotherapy and the use of hyperbaric oxygen treatment in order to reduce the risk of osteoradionecrosis. Research was carried out on 13 patients with 58 implants. The patients were divided into three sample groups: group A patients underwent radiotherapy (10 implants), group B patients did not undergo radiotherapy (29 implants) and group C patients first underwent radiotherapy and then hyperbaric oxygen treatment (19 implants). The group C patients first underwent hyperbaric oxygen treatment at 2.5 atmospheres. The osteointegrated implants were then applied and hyperbaric oxygen treatment was carried out again over 20-30 postoperative sittings without any other treatment between the sittings. The whole test period lasted 24 months. Only two implants were lost out of the 58 implants and they were in the group that had undergone radiotherapy. The results show how pre and postoperative hyperbaric oxygen treatment improves the success rate of osteointegrated implants in mandibular areas that had previously undergone radiotherapy. Moreover, the stability of the prostheses that are fixed to the implants is greatly improved compared to conventional methods.